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with the neighborhood they live in. The findings from this 
study deepen our understanding of social capital by adopting 
an ecological perspective. The methodology employed to dis-
cern social capital compositions and profiles more accurately 
reflects the diverse social engagements of older adults, of-
fering important insights into the intricate interplay between 
different levels of social capital and varied older populations.
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Racial disparities in custodial grandparenting, as well 
as disparities in the physical and mental health outcomes 
of custodial grandparents, are well-documented. As a re-
sult of long-standing socio-structural inequalities across the 
life course, custodial grandparents are disproportionately 
single, Black women with low socio-economic status. These 
categories of difference and the process of racialization con-
tribute both to the need for grandparent caregiving in the 
Black community and the negative health consequences of 
caregiving for Black custodial grandmothers. Macro level 
structures and systems of oppression impact access to the 
social determinants of health shaping the life trajectories 
of racialized groups and contributing to unequal aging 
which suggests the importance of an intersectional lens 
when understanding the lived experiences of Black custo-
dial grandmothers. A scoping review was conducted to de-
termine the extent to which an intersectional framework 
is utilized in research examining the experiences of Black 
custodial grandmothers. A search of relevant databases 
(PsychINFO, SociINDEX, PubMed, and Web of Science) was 
performed using the following search terms and Boolean 
logic: (“grandparent” OR “grandmother” OR “grandfather” 
OR “custodial grandparent”) AND (“intersectionality”). 
Quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-methods peer-reviewed 
journal articles published in English through January 2024 
were included. Findings suggest that research integrating 
intersectionality with large representative samples is limited. 
This presentation will propose a conceptual framework that 
integrates the social determinants of health with an intersec-
tional life course perspective as proposed by Ferrer and col-
leagues (2017). Recommendations for future research using 
intersectional approaches will be offered.
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Objective There is limited evidence about cognitive per-
formance of older adults in Kazakhstan, a Central Asian na-
tion that was formerly part of the Soviet Union. Our study 
aims to fill the gaps by assessing cognitive function and its 

determinants in the population of Astana city and its sur-
rounding rural areas. Methods Between 2012 and 2015, 
954 older adults aged 50–74 from urban and rural areas 
in Central Kazakhstan participated in this study (response 
rate: 59%). Trained practitioners administered four neuro-
psychological tests to assess cognitive function, including 
verbal memory, verbal fluency, attention, and concentration. 
Additionally, a standardised protocol was used, consisting of 
a structured questionnaire, objective physical examination, 
and blood sample collection. Results After controlling for age, 
sex, and cardiometabolic risk factors, our analysis revealed 
significant associations between cognitive function and resi-
dence, ethnicity, education levels, and selected socioeconomic 
factors. Notably, APOE4 status showed a strong associ-
ation with cognitive decline, consistent with prior research. 
Furthermore, individuals with higher deprivation levels, men, 
rural residents, and those with lower education levels dem-
onstrated significantly poorer cognitive function outcomes. 
Conclusion Understanding the association between cogni-
tive function and selected socio-demographic factors within 
the Central Asian region contributes significantly to global 
health insights. The contrasts observed in residential envir-
onments and levels of deprivation emphasize the urgency of 
targeted interventions aimed at mitigating cognitive decline 
risks among vulnerable populations worldwide.
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The purpose of this study was to address the mechan-
isms between digital inequality and mental health dispar-
ities among Korean older adults, recognizing that social 
determinants of health (SDH) also contribute to the digital 
divide. We investigate whether older adults’ digital capacity 
exacerbates or mitigates health inequalities in later life. 
Drawn from the 2020 National Survey of Older Koreans, 
a nationally representative sample of 9,885 adults aged 65 
and older was analyzed. We employed hierarchical mul-
tiple regression, moderation, and mediation analyses. SDH 
factors including sex, income, education and geographic 
location (rural-urban residence) were examined. Results 
showed that capacity to use digital technology significantly 
moderates and mediates the relationship between income, 
education, geographic location and depressive symptoms. 
Notably, digital technology use buffers against the negative 
effects of low income (B=.021, p<.05) and living in metro-
politan areas (B=.095, p<.001, B=.067, p<.01) on depres-
sive symptoms, while it also amplifies the negative effect of 
low educational attainment on depressive symptoms (B=-
.030, p<.001). Specifically, heightened digital technology 
use among older adults augments the detrimental effects of 
education on depressive symptoms. Findings suggest that 
the importance of developing diverse support programs to 
improve digital literacy among Korean older adults, offering 
possible ways for reducing the digital divide and addressing 
mental health disparities.
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