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A Qualitative Study on Acceptance of Korean Wave Culture and Internalization
of Ideal Beauty among Vietnamese Female Students in Korea

Yeonghoon Kang, Ha Kyung Lee, and Woo Bin Kim'
Dept. of Textiles, Merchandising and Fashion Design, Seoul National University;, Seoul, Korea

Abstract: Vietnam is becoming a leading country in the consumption of Korean wave. Many Vietnamese students have
visited Korea due to a significant interest in the Korean wave. This study used focus group interviews with 12 Vietnamese
female students in order to examine the experience of the Korean wave acceptance (RQ1), the experience of inter-
nalization toward ideal beauty (RQ2) and differences of internalization towards ideal beauty depending on the living period
in Korea (RQ3). First, the results of RQ1 showed that Vietnamese students were accepting the Korean wave through
media, Korean and social interaction in their daily lives. They also have a positive attitude toward Korean cosmetics and
K-pop among various content of the Korean wave. Second, four focal meanings were composed through RQ2. They were
the standards of ideal beauty, the causes of ideal beauty internalization and the results of ideal beauty internalization. The
results of ideal beauty internalization were separated into the perception dimension and behavior dimension. Last, the
results of RQ3 found that the strength of internalization of ideal beauty can very depending on the living period in Korea.
This study has academic implications in that it understands Vietnamese female students who become a member of Korean
society from a sociocultural perspective. The results of this study are useful to establish practical implications for young
Vietnamese consumers to build desirable aesthetic values.
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Table 1. Interviewees’ characteristics
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Group No. Age Gender Status Months in Korea
A 21 Female Language school 6 months
1 B 19 Female Language school 3 months
C 20 Female Language school 7 months
D 23 Female Junior in university 42 months
2 E 23 Female Junior in university 42 months
F 20 Female Language school 2 months
3 G 23 Female Language school 12 months
H 23 Female Language school 9 months
I 20 Female Language school 1 month
J 23 Female Junior in university 46 months
4 K 23 Female Junior in university 42 months
L 23 Female Junior in university 48 months
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Table 2. Internalization of ideal beauty among Vietnamese women

Focal meaning Theme

Strong desire for white and clean skin
The standard of

ideal beauty Preference for slim face and sharp nose

Longing for tall and thin body

More video views via social media
The causes of
ideal beauty
internalization

Diet and plastic surgery fever among Vietnamese women
“Makeup everyday culture” among Korean women

Brand-oriented consumption tendency in Korea

The results of Negative evaluation of one’s appearance

ideal beauty Increase the desires for diet and plastic surgery
internalization:  Social comparison with Korean women
Perception

Agreement on lookism society

The results of Investments for one’s appearance management

ideal beauty  pojow the Korean makeup and fashion style
internalization:
Behavior Increase of irrational consumption behavior
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The standard of ideal beauty

*  Skin' White tone and clean
*  Features: Slim [ace and sharp nose
*  Body: Tall and thin

The causes of ideal beauty internalization

More video views via social media
* Diet and plastic surgery [ever among Vielnamese women
*  “Makeup everyday culture” among Korean women

*  Brand-oriented consumption tendency in Korea

Weaker I

The period of Korean residence () : Acculturation |

1 Weaker

4

The results of ideal beauty internalization: Perception

¢ Negalive evaluation ol one's appearance
* Increase the desires [or diet and plastic surgery
¢ Social comparison with Korean women

* Agreement on lookism society

Fig. 1. The conceptual model of ideal beauty internalization.

The results of ideal beauty internalization. Behavior

* Investments [or one's appearance management
¢ Follow the Korean makeup and [ashion style

* Increase ol irrational consumption behavior
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