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Kim, Heyoung, & Kim, Eunhwa (2012). A study of Korean students’ self-directed
language learning readiness (SDLLR). English Language Teaching, 24(1), 145-165.

The purpose of this study is to examine how well Korean students are ready for self-directed
language learning and how their readiness has been changed by learning English for their
public school years. 1,391 Korean students were investigated on their Self-Directed
Language Learning Readiness (SDLLR, H. Kim & M. Kim, 2009) across the age groups,
elementary, middle, and high school groups. Their SDLLR was also compared to their self-
directed learning readiness (SDLR, H. Kim & K. Kim, 2010), modified from Guglielmino’s
scale (1977) to check if there is any particular difference in learning between English and
other subjects. Furthermore, this study attends to other ‘student’ factors that might influence
their SDLLR, such as motivation, gender, study-abroad experience, and age to start learning
English. The result shows that Korean students” SDLLR significantly decreases as they study
English longer. Surprisingly, the average scale score of SDLLR in the elementary school
group was significantly higher than that in the other two groups. This decreasing pattern was
also similarly shown in the SDLR measurement, but their SDLLR score was significantly
lower than that of their SDLR. Motivation, gender, age to start learning English, and oversea
study experience all significantly influenced their SDLLR. In conclusion, Korean students do
not seem to successfully develop their language learning autonomy from their learning
experience during public school years. Many students fail to hold their motivation,
confidence, and responsibility in learning English. The Korean national curriculum aiming at
developing the self-directed learning ability needs to be systematically reviewed and revised
to achieve their ultimate goal.
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e Z7] Afgk FE AF FA% 3 AEs A
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Bowa Sy owrd o Ly Ja om
1 6.448 32239 32239 6448 32239 32239 4270 21349 21349
2 1.862 9311 41550 1.862 9311 41550 3423 17.114 38463
3 1.125 5625 47.175 1125  5.625 47.175 1483 7415 45878
4 1.077 5385 52560 1.077 5385 52560 1337  6.683  52.560
5 978 4889  57.449
6 894 4468 61917
7 829 4145  66.062
8 733 3667 69.729
9 698 3492 73221
10 695 3477 76.698
11 651 3256 79.955
12 627 3134 83.089
13 598 2990  86.079
14 508 2538 88616
15 496 2478 91.094
16 460 2300 93394
17 431 2156 95550
18 381 1907  97.457
19 331 1657  99.115
20 177 885 100.000
¥ 3
FAsETEN SAETY TUEHZE £4: 3xd JEPER
i
1 2 3 4
EA2.8 798 185 11 -116
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EA33 679 181 064 152
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EAL.15 167 796 068 132
EALl 107 758 -.022 024
EA2.16 172 724 -010 036
EAL.13 461 571 259 054
EAl.4 499 567 230 089
EA3.19 287 528 -119 126
EA9.18 216 480 104 354
EAS.14 065 -207 721 -.099
EA8.12 .109 245 707 086
EA5.5 054 -223 101 -715
EA4.11 421 026 254 560
Note. 8815 HW-F29 4 3 4W-KAISER A7t3}7F 9= Varimax
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