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In the rapidly evolving healthcare environment, radiologists strive to establish their rightful place.
Thus, there is a need for enhanced outpatient and clinical education within the Department of Radi-
ology and exploration of its methodologies. Accordingly, the Korean Society of Radiology established
a task force to investigate the clinical and outpatient practice status of radiologists overseas, current
state of related education, involvement of other specialties in radiologic practices and education in
Korea, and clinical and outpatient practice status among Korean radiologists. Furthermore, a survey
on clinical competency enhancement was conducted among the members of the Korean Society of
Radiology. These findings suggest the need for visibility and clinical competency enhancement in ra-
diologists and methodologies for strengthening clinical competencies.

Index terms Outpatient; Clinical Education; Radiology; Visibility
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Fig. 2. Demographics of respondents.
A. Regional distribution of respondents (questionnaire 1-3).
B. Distribution of respondents based on employment type (questionnaire 1-4).
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Fig. 3. Perceptions of radiologists’ visibility.

A. The contribution of radiologists' clinical competency to their positioning (questionnaire 2-1).
B. Awareness of visibility as a radiologist (questionnaire 2-2).

C. The importance of visibility as a radiologist (questionnaire 2-3).
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Fig. 5. Perspectives on clinical competency training in radiology.

A. The necessity of a clinical competencies enhancement program (questionnaire 3-1).

B. The perspective on expanding primary care into the scope of radiologist’ responsibilities (questionnaire 3-2).
C. Theintention to participate in clinical competency enhancement programs (questionnaire 3-3).

D. The weighting of clinical competency enhancement training in the residency period (questionnaire 3-5).
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Fig. 6. Subspecialties requiring outpatient operation training (multiple responses) (questionnaire 3-8).
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Table 1. Stepwise Method for Enhancing the Clinical Competency of Radiologists

1. The declaration by the society and policy reinforcement regarding clinical/outpatient care as a
component of the radiologist’s responsibilities

2. Ongoing operation of a program aimed at strengthening the clinical skills of radiologists

3. Establish e-learning resources for the improvement of clinical skills of radiologists

4. Integrate the clinical/outpatient care of radiologists into the educational objectives and final
competencies of residents

5. Policy encouragement for the clinical/outpatient care tasks of radiologists: assigning high value
to related tasks and awarding ‘extra points’ in hospital evaluations to hospitals that
establish clinical/outpatient care services

6. Mid to long-term planning and implementation for the development of outpatient-based imaging
diagnostic services
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