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Climate change poses a growing threat to public health, 
disproportionately impacting older adults who are more vul-
nerable to extreme weather events such as heatwaves and 
floods. The present study aims to examine generational dif-
ferences in climate anxiety among South Korean adults using 
nationally representative data from the 2024 Social Survey. 
We analyzed climate change prevalence and associated factors 
across three age groups: young adults (aged 20-39), 
middle-aged adults (aged 40-59), and older adults (aged 60 
and older). Results indicate a significant increase in climate 
anxiety from 2022 to 2024, with 53.2% of respondents 
expressing anxiety. Among them, 41.1% reported moderate 
anxiety, while 12.1% experienced severe anxiety. Climate anx-
iety levels showed generational differences: Climate anxiety 
levels were higher among middle-aged adults (57.5%) and 
younger adults (52.15%) than older adults (50.3%). 
Additionally, across all three age groups, those who are 
younger, women, and living in urban areas tended to have 
higher levels of climate anxiety. This suggests possible gener-
ational differences in risk perception, adaptation, or psycho-
logical resilience. As climate-related disasters become more 
frequent, these findings underscore the need for targeted pub-
lic health interventions. Policies should prioritize psycholog-
ical resilience-building and developing age-sensitive risk 
communication strategies. Future research should explore 
coping mechanisms, long-term mental health impacts, and 
policy implications for different generations in the context of 
climate challenges.
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