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ABSTRACT

The Mechanisms of Gids' Prostitution through Cyber Space:
Feminist Perspectives on Intermet Chatting Sites

Na-Young Lee
Professor, Department of Sociology
Chung-Ang University
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This paper secks to analyze girls' prostitution through cyber space, focused
on internet chatting sites which function as a site of resistance against and
negotiation with their age, class, gender, and sexuality. Cyber space as a virtual
reality mediates an encounter between girls and adult men and leads to ‘real’
prostitution. Particularly on chatting sites, men and girls bargain with each other
about the price of the young women's body and sexuality across the boundaries of
age, class, gender, and virtual/reality.

However, chatting sites are not just a space of neutral and natural desire for
subjects of free will, but instead, a site of gendered sexuality and gendered class for
people in an asymmetric relationship attributed to limited resources and material
conditions. Such unequal power relationships construct and recontruct the meaning
and practice of their ‘encountering’ and ‘bargaining’ on the pornographic cyber
space, which lead to off-line prostitution. Throughout the process, lower-class girls
come to realize and embody how women's body and sexuality are treated and
transacted in a capitalistic (consumer) as well as a patriarchal society.

As a result, the increasing class gap under neoliberal capitalism, the closed
labor market for teenage girls, and the normative ideologies of family, gender, and
sexuality should be examined and challenged by feminist research and practice in
order to bring an understanding of the ‘real’ picture of cyber prostitution beyond
the paradigm of protection/exclusion, victim/violator/voluntary prostitute.

Key words
Teenage girls, Cyber space, Prostitution, Consumer society, Gendered sexuality
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