
1176� Innovation in Aging, 2024, Vol. 8, No. S1

to better understand perceptions of discrimination is dis-
cussed along with recommendations for future research that 
considers the intersection of VoA and other individual differ-
ence characteristics.
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As the American population ages, the number of indi-
viduals with cognitive and self-care challenges is projected 
to increase substantially, stressing the importance of under-
standing their social determinants. Previous research has 
connected socioeconomic status, specifically educational at-
tainment and income, to cognitive and self-care problems. 
However, considerably less research has examined the role 
of wealth in older adulthood. This is an oversight, as wealth 
reflects cumulative life course exposure and accumulation of 
socioeconomic resources, and debt may be a unique stressor. 
We use novel geographic machine learning-based estimates 
of wealth for every American household to predict cogni-
tive and self-care difficulties among Americans aged 65+. We 
linked GEOWEALTH data, a machine learning estimate of 
household wealth, to the 2019-2021 American Community 
Survey (n=742,348) to create one of the largest data sources 
of wealth and health heretofore analyzed. Regression models 
predict cognitive and self-care difficulties adjusting for demo-
graphic and socioeconomic characteristics, including income 
and education. Cognitive and self-care difficulties decreased 
with increasing wealth, while being in debt nearly doubled 
the probability of these difficulties at every age. This pattern 
is amplified among White Americans and those in areas with 
concentrated debt. Wealth consistently shows stronger as-
sociations with cognitive and self-care difficulties than edu-
cational attainment or income. Our findings emphasize the 
importance of wealth and debt for well-being in older adult-
hood. Future research should explore the directionality of 
this association and the impact of different sources of wealth 
and debt.
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Death anxiety (DA) refers to negative emotional responses 
such as anxiety, fear, and denial toward death that result from 
the inevitability of death. Studies have suggested that older 
adults experience higher levels of DA than other age groups 
in Korea, and DA is related negatively with suicidality. Given 
that the suicide rate among Korean older adults is extremely 
high as about 39.9 suicides per 100,000 people aged 65 and 
older as of 2022, DA and related studies need to be appraised 
and synthesized. This study aims to examine recent research 
and provide a theoretical basis for various intervention 

programs by conducting a systematic literature review on fac-
tors influencing DA among Korean older people. The three key 
electronic databases in Korea (e-Article, KCI, and RISS) were 
extensively searched using the selected keywords. Among the 
peer-reviewed articles written in Korean since 2015, a total of 
21 eligible articles were included for analysis after excluding 
qualitative studies, dissertations, overlapping studies, and 
gray literature. Findings show that the factors influencing 
DA can be classified as followings: sociodemographic, psy-
chological, and medical factors, intervention programs, atti-
tudes toward death, and preparation for death. Among the 
psychological factors, depression was found to relate signifi-
cantly and positively with DA. Regarding the DA interven-
tions, some programs implemented at the community such 
as positive psychology improvement program, dance sports, 
music and physical activities have a significant effect on redu-
cing DA. Findings provide a theoretical basis for developing 
the intervention programs and practical strategies and thus, 
alleviating DA among older adults.
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Research has highlighted the value of education for col-
lege students on the aging process. Curricula have the po-
tential to address misconceptions about aging and draw 
students toward further coursework and experiences with 
older adults. This study explored the impact of participation 
in an interdisciplinary course on aging across one year for 
the Fall 2023 cohort (N = 50) with a control group that did 
not participate in the course (N = 33), and after five years for 
the Fall 2017 cohort (N = 59) and control group (N = 57). 
The course was offered to first-year undergraduate students. 
Weekly classes included older adults from the community. 
Surveys assessing attitudes towards aging and participation 
in aging-related activities were administered prior to and 
at the end of the academic year, and an annual follow-up. 
Group-by-time analyses showed that participants from the 
class had significantly more positive attitudes towards aging 
[F(1, 82) = 13.67, p <.05, ηp2 =.03], and significantly fewer 
ageist beliefs [F(1, 82) = 9.21, p <.05, ηp2 =.02] at the end 
of the academic year compared to the control group. In the 
5-year follow-up, students in the course also reported more 
engagement in aging-related fields compared to the control 
group [t(114) = 4.65, p <.05]. The course content was re-
ported to be relevant to 45.8% of former students in their 
professional life, and 57.6% in their personal lives. These 
results substantiate the short and long-term positive impact 
of engaging undergraduate students in curriculum on aging.

Abstract citation ID: igae098.3770
YOU MADE IT TO A BIG NUMBER”: PERCEPTIONS OF 
OLDER ADULTHOOD AMONG ADULTS WITH SICKLE 
CELL DISEASE
Elizabeth Linton1, Joseph Gallo1, Jennifer Schrack1, 
Lydia Pecker2, and Sophie Lanzkron3, 1. Johns Hopkins 

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/innovateage/article/8/Supplem

ent_1/1176/7939474 by C
hung-Ang U

niversity user on 31 January 2025


